[Prematurity: development during the last decade at Erasme Hospital, neonatal evaluation].
Our institution admitted 39 ELBW (less than 1 kg) between November 1978 and December 1990. In our center, mortality has decreased from 61% to 33% within a decade. Improvements in neonatal intensive care have lowered the limit for these possible survival to 26 weeks of gestational age and 700g of birthweight. Morbidity is still very high. The mean hospital stay is 96 days. Perinatal asphyxia is frequent (3/4) as well as infections, nutritional problems and renal failure. Sixty-six % of this population suffer from respiratory distress syndrome which is the main cause of death. Morbidity and mortality are explained and compared to the recent literature.